HOW STRONG IS BRITAIN ?
become increasingly industrialized, and their role as
a market for British industrial products will corres-
pondingly decrease. Such a development would
compel Great Britain to cut down her imports of
agricultural produce and encourage the production of
her own agriculture, if necessary by the introduction
of agricultural protection. Under such circumstances
it is then quite conceivable that in view of the great
distances which separate Great Britain from most
other Empire countries Empire trade would decrease.
Such considerations suggest that we should not over-
estimate the role of economic dependence in the cement-
ing of the bonds of Empire. For the moment, however,
this economic dependence is still very great. In 1936,
as we have already mentioned. Empire countries pur-
chased almost the half of all British exports. In the
same year Canada sold almost 40 per cent, of her total
exports to Great Britain. In 1935 Australia sold
approximately 53 per cent, of her total exports to
Great Britain, i.e. more than half, whilst the corre-
sponding figures for New Zealand and South Africa
were as high as 84 and 77 per cent, respectively.
British exports to Empire countries were distributed
amongst all the Dominions and colonies so that Great
Britain is, in fact, not so dependent on any one member
country as each member country is dependent on her.
Do that extent she can exert powerful pressure on the
Tominions, though this pressure is alleviated by the
fact that the Dominions are her chief debtors so that
any arbitrary closing down or limitation of the British
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